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be ite “socialist ister republic.” The Goverment-controlled press and radio 

gave οὐδ 1 θὰ coverage from which the averege person would get the false iuapression } 

that the is vac ἃ Cuben-¥.S. probles with the Goviet was not involved. Et) 
| AAS} 


continued draw their copy from Simon Mallex's one-sided coverage of 34 develop- 
ments, began to refrain from direct eliterial criticism of ths U.S. 
recognized that the Soviets hed established bases in Cube. SE 


- 
- ἡ . 
oh 
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" after the Istigisl Party aewspaper took the “77 
line that U.S. bases should be reiiived frou Morocco because of the possibility : 
they could draw reprisals, and the paper of the Hational Union of Populer Forces 
attacked the Government for not taking the position that the U.S. bases should 
go, the Minister of Information made a statensnt on Ooteber 31. His statenent 
was in the context of the cpposition’s attacks against the Morccean Government 
for having feiled to support the Cuben revolution in the United Mations. The 
Minister was quoted as expressing satisfaction on the part of his Government 
soncerning the detente and emphasizing the U.N. Afro-dsian group's role in 

_ pesolving the crisis. "That role was determining and tne Moroccan delegation 
to the United Bations acted in concart with the group to safeguard peace, in 
conformity with the Morceean principle which requires resolution of conflicsa ty 
negotiation." Alluding te the necessity for smali countries like Morocco to 
follow ἃ noneinterventicn, non-aligned policy, be said that Morocco 22 satisfied 
whan "the iniepexdence of each people is respected and its liberty to have a 
‘regime of its own choice®-is reaffirmed. 3 ee 


tne Cubans tnan it vas und rand 


rights tc Cube in order not to assist a Soviet military build-up is Cubs procoded 
and was more forthcoming than the positions of soms gore friercly in _gtacves. 
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Nouakchott appeared genuinely troubled by the danger of war end init 
identified with the Cuban “underdog." Understanding of the U.S. position improved 
as the news media concentrated on the evidence of the Soviet missile build-up in 
Cube. Radio Mauritenia avoided editorial coument in its news broadcasts, which 
gare eatiefastory coverage from the US. viewpoint. ‘-. ~ x, ἐκ, 
το ΤΣ ἢ 

The Foreign Minister of Ched recognised thet the Soviet actions were 
unjustifiable. So did the Acting President of Niger. Embassy Cotcnou reported 
there would be ne problem in Dahoumsy for the U.S. in event of ἃ showiown., The 
Upper Volta Ambassador to the UN said that the Soviet revelation that it had bases 
in Cuts changed the views vegeta wn ee Whe conaidared they had been misied 
by the Soviet and Cuban delegations. 


President Ahidjo of Camerocn understood and personally aynpathised with the 
U.S. quarantine action and even felt, as a fricnd, that our action was rather 
late. Ahidjo thought wo would find it difficnit to persuade neutralists, and 
others sot prapered to make a political comzitment, of the legality of the 

, qaarantins, saying that a solution which equates.the two sides may scen ceasonabls 
᾿ and objective to these wmprspared to distinguish between the peaceful, conciliatory 
‘concuct of the U.S. in the past 26 years and the constant aggressiveness of the 


| commniste. shidjo implied he has to deal with a significant number ia Cameroon 
i and posedbis in the ΔΗ who bold such such opinions. 
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- gome-cf then privately expressed understanding 
7 of -the 8.5." ‘position. Sudan, Libya, Ethiopic, 
| and Cungo-Leopoldville wre among the first to 


Liberia tock = “etreng eftioial position gupporting - ths TS Uganda Premier 
Obote in a November 1 presse conference tively supported the U.S. decision on the 
quarantine which, be emphasised, wat not ἃ blockade. He ccapared the existence 
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1 The Ethiopian Eaperor, in ἃ private statement to our Ambassador November 1, 
:4[.«}λ. δειλὰ that while mexy small countries were initially critical of the U.S. blockade 
{, ὴ of “nba, he ceiieved the ὕ(.8. action is now understood and supported most or 
fre ‘ree world. Se tarmed the U.S. decision “courageous and Ax 
Rn Bes Ce a κοι, 


In Sudan, 4 
yi There was no pubilis, official 
/ etatexent of support for the U.S. positions. βοιὰ the Sudanese Government end 
Feess publicly took the line that foreign bases 4:9 provocative and that, 
irrespective of this fast, noclear war ie wuijustified. President Abboud's 
ataterert reiterated bis Government's “firmest spposition to military bases 
irrespective ef treir locetion, their σροσο, or the side which constructs 
then." It continued: “Therefore we censider that the UN is the place to treat 
the Cubsn probism ani that it is incumbent on all states vhick are parties to 
the dispute . ε ς ζ0 refrsin from any untlateral action which would affect UN 
resclutiors or bampsr their practical application.* The prees repeated and 
expanded these themes. : oe = 
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+ The Libyan position ‘was one of cautious approvel of the U.S. nelics. Γ yy Af | 


The 
Tripoli press coafined itself mostly tc news: accounts; Benzhasi press reaction 
was rixed and generelly urfavoratle. While soms understanding of the U.S. 
position and som: eritiecism cf Sussian methods appeared, the primary theme vas 
that the great powers were celi-vusly disregarding the rest of mankind 15. bringing 
we world to the brink of thermomelear war; the press gave eredit to the neutral 
naticns amd the UH for restraining the great powers on this :ccasion. 
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(Page One) 
CONFIDENTIAL 


ALL AF Posts 


FROM: Department of State 


SUBJECT: African Reaction to the Cuban Crisis 


I. The “Casaklanca powers" did not take a 
coordinated position on the Cuban situation. [n 
some instances, however, their individual positions 
were parallel. Aigeria and Guinea, for examvole, 
privately indicated that any Soviet requests for 
overflight and landing rights for aircraft cs.rying 
military equipment to Cuba would be dernicd. Press 
and radio output was, in general. critical of the 
U.S. role regarding Cuba, but Radio Conakry, in 
Guinea, was scrupulously objective. 


Ghana’s reaction on Cuba was characterized ἡ, a "neutraliscm" slanted 
in favor of the Soviets, with the Government-controlled Ghanaian Times 
and Radio Ghana strident in their criticism of the U.S. Nkrumah agreed, 
nowever, that Ambassador Quaison-Sackey’s speech speech to the Security 
Council criticizing the U.S. for establishing the quarantine but making no 
unfavorable comment on Soviet and Cuban actions, was not appropriate <o 
Ghana’s non-aligned position, and said he would correct this. Later, 
according to [ excised 1 to whom Nkrumah 
showed the aerial photographs of the missiie bases in Cuba, Nkruman was 
obviously shaken and remarked that he and his Government had been 
deceived by the Soviets. 


Mali’s reaction was not that of a genuine neutral. In a letter to 
President Kennedy, President Keita expressed the opinion that the U.S. 
did not exhaust the machinery of the United Nations before i:posing the 
quarantine. 

(Excised] 


(Page Three) 


the U.S on the question of the Russian bases in line with its opposition to 
fereign bases in neutral territory, but he said that for the same reason he 
sided with Castro on Guantaname. Although he agreed ‘astro is no longer 
neutral, he thought, “if you handle him intelligently he is not lost." 
Guinea’s official positien on Cuba as expressed in the Politicai Bureau’s 
communique of November 6 was that, in view of the Russian admission of the 
existence of a Soviet base in Cuba and the demand cf the Cuba: Government for 
evacuation of the American base (at Guantanamo) from Cuban soil, “the 
Government of Guinea reaffirms unequivocally its support for the immediate 
suppression of all these foreign bases." This statement was issued in 
conjunction with one which failed to recognize Chinese aggression in the Sino- 
Indian conflict. Taken together, the statements appeared to reflect a Guinean 
desire to avoid taking sides publicly. 


II. Generally the UAM states avoided 

taking publicly positions which favored the U.S. 
At the same time, most of them privately offered 
reassurances of understanding and sympathy for 
the U.S. action and indicated that overflight 
and landing rights for Soviet aircraft carrying 
military equipment to Cuba would be denied if 
these were requested. As a rule, the press and 
radio in these states attempted to present news 
of the crisis in a balanced fashion. 


President Mba of Gabon (he is also the current President of the UAM) 
stated that the U.S. could count on the support of Gabon ard he felt sure, all 
the UAM states in the General Assembty. 


Senegaiese leaders were sympathetic to the reasons which led the U.S. to 
take action on the Soviet missile base. The main force of individual 
Senegalese criticism was aimed at the existence of U.S. bases in Turkey and by 
the U.S. threat of force. One student group sent messages to the Embassy 
strongly critical of the U.S. and expressing solidarity with Cuban students. 
Numerous Senegaiese expressed privately support of the U.S. action; some said 
the President had chosen an appropriate situation in which to draw a line 
against Soviet aggressiveness. The Senegalese press and radic attempted to 
show both sides. 


Presijtient Ould Daddah of Mauritania was particularly impressed by the 
evidence that the Soviets had introduced into Cuba weapons which directly 
threatened the free world of which, he said, Mauritania is part. He hoped the 
U.S. would stress the facts of the Soviet build-up ir Cuba so as to overcome 
emotional pro-Cuban sentiment in African and neutral areas. He commented that 
in any showdown the UAM would find itself on the U.S. side; in the meantine, 
Mauritanian public statements would stress the desire to end the threat to 
world peace. Public opinion in 
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as an “incredible experience’. bearing Algerian broadcasters om Gstober 29 sw up 
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